DISEASE    AND    SOCIAL    LIFE

There are economic reasons for segregation. The majority of lep-
ers are indigents and it is cheaper and more effective to keep them
together in a leprosarium than to treat them individually in their
homes or to have them run around as beggars. In the leprosarium,
moreover, they live with fellow patients and escape the social
ostracism that would inevitably befall them as soon as the disease
reached an advanced stage. Many modern institutions are very
well equipped with educational and recreational facilities. As a re-
sult of improved treatment many cases are arrested and the pa-
tients are released on parole. This makes all the difference in the
world. Segregation in a leprosarium is no longer a verdict for life
as it used to be; there is still hope for the patient. Besides, many
countries are not rigid in their regulations. If the economic status
of a patient makes it possible for him to maintain a certain standard
of hygiene, he is left free, although he stays under medical super-
vision. Leprosy, nevertheless, still is one of the great curses of man-
kind and of all diseases the one that has the most serious social
consequences.

The attitude of society towards sufferers from venereal diseases
has also changed a great deal in the past centuries, and in a very
characteristic way. I cannot discuss the origin of syphilis in Europe
because I do not know what it was. It is possible that the disease
occurred during the Middle Ages without being recognized as an
entity of its own, but it is also very possible that it was imported
from the New World; the question is still highly controversial and
far from settled.6 At any rate, syphilis was clearly recognized at
the end of the 15th century in Europe, was wide-spread, and pre-
sented much more acute symptoms than it does today. It was con-
sidered a new disease and was described and discussed in a rapidly
increasing number of publications.7

In the beginning, the venereal source of infection was not clearly
understood.8 The disease was accepted as a catastrophe, like other

75